SHOULD I TAKE THIS CASE?

General characteristics of cases that you should accept

· You like the client

· You feel empathy for the situation

· The story makes sense to you

· You are interested in the area of law

Red Flags

· Previous lawyers

· Story does not make sense

· The case involves something you know absolutely nothing about and have no interest in knowing anything about it

· You don’t like the potential client

· Limitation Issues

Financial Implications

· Experience

· Referrals

· Projection

Specifics

1. Motor Vehicle

a. Liability
i. Tough cases/burden of proof
ii. Inevitable Accident
b. Damages:
i. ICBC internal policies
ii. Low velocity
c. General:

i. Previous mvas
ii. WCB/Disability claims
2. Employment

a. Civil

i. Cause

ii. Constructive dismissal

iii. Assess length of notice and other factors;

iv. Contingency vs. hourly

b. Human Rights

i. Available remedy
ii. Payment of legal fees/availability of legal assistance
3. Sexual Abuse

a. Liability

i. Burden of Proof

ii. Who?

iii. Criminal Proceedings

b. Damages

i. Other factors

ii. History

iii. Causation

c. Collection

4. Malpractice

a. Liability
i. Know the test
ii. Expert Evidence
iii. Aggressive defenses
b. Damages
i. Situation absent the negligence
ii. Expensive to prove
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